
How Hillary Clinton Lost in 2016 

 
I. Key Facts: 

 

Clinton received 65,853,625 votes for president, or 48.1%. This was the third-

highest total for any presidential nominee ever, behind only Barack Obama 

in 2008 and 2012. 

 

Donald Trump received 62,985,106 votes for president, or 45.9%; this was the 

fourth-highest total ever. 

 

Other candidates received 8,261,498 votes for president, or 6.0%. 

 

Clinton beat Trump by 2,868,519 votes—2.1%--but lost the Electoral College, 

304-227, with 7 EV going to other candidates. 

 

II. California 

 

Clinton won California by 4.27 million votes—and thus its 55 EV.  

 

This was about 1.4 million votes MORE than she won by nationally. Had she 

won California by less than 1.4 million votes, she would still have won the 

state though she would have lost the national popular vote. 

 

III. The “Blue Wall” 

 

Three states—Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin—had voted for the 

Democratic nominee in each of the last six presidential elections. 

 

These states were in a group of 24 states (plus DC) totaling 279 EV—9 more 

than needed to win—that had been reliably Democratic in recent elections. 

 

They were considered her “blue wall,” the states that would guarantee her 

victory. 



 

However, Trump won very narrow victories in all three states. 

 

Michigan:    10,704 votes  0.16% 

Wisconsin   22,748 votes  0.77% 

Pennsylvania:  44,292 votes  0.71% 

TOTAL:   77,744 votes 

 

IV. What happened? 

 

Democrats win large states by  

 

1. Winning huge margins in major urban areas and their suburbs 

2. Hoping not to lose by too much in rural areas of the state. 

 

In 2016, Clinton won those huge margins in Detroit, Milwaukee, 

Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. Those margins were larger than Barack Obama 

had received in Pennsylvania in 2012, though they were slightly lower in 

Wisconsin and Michigan. 

 

BUT—Trump’s margin in the rest of these states was more than twice that 

for Mitt Romney in 2012, due to his strength with rural white voters without 

a college degree: 

 

      2016         2012 

Michigan   468,116     85,226 

Wisconsin   339,230   115,624 

Pennsylvania  814,239   396,474 

TOTAL         1,621,585   597,324  

 

For various reasons, these voters did not like Clinton, even though many of 

them had voted for Obama twice. 


